Professor Valerie Bang-Jensen

ED331 Fall 2003
Office: 320 STE  ext. 2822
Office hours: MW 9:30-10:15;                              
W 4-5 (and by appointment)  
                                                
ED331 TEACHING READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS
COURSE OVERVIEW:
          This survey course is designed to introduce knowledge and strategies for teaching reading and language arts at the elementary level.  Topics will include: perspectives on the nature of reading, classroom contexts for the development of literacy, the relationship between reading and assessment, a range of instructional strategies that support children’s growth as readers (including phonics, literature discussions, guided reading, use of basals and others), and materials available for use in the classroom, particularly children’s literature.  Class sessions will combine discussion, reading response groups, presentations, video vignettes, classroom visits, and other learning experiences in order to explore aspects of reading in a first-hand manner.  Assignments include exploration and application of Vermont State Standards and our Education Department theme will be addressed throughout the semester.

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1.  Participation and prompt, regular attendance. Learning is a social event.  Your active and constructive participation in discussion, reading response groups, and class activities is crucial to the design of the course, to your understanding of the material, and to your future students’ learning! Your participation in these learning experiences will affect your grade if your grade is “borderline” in either direction.   Attendance is required at all classes; see policy below concerning absences and tardiness.   

 

2.  Assignments (to be described in class):

-Participation grade (10%) includes:

name paragraph 

literature circle preparation and participation

group novel activities (Yang, Little)        

constructive, active participation in class discussions and activities

bulletin board feedback sheets 

          -Emergent Literacy experience and write up (20%) 

          -Phonics (quiz- 15%; game/lesson- 5%)

          -Bulletin board (10%)

          -Project- Children’s Literature Reading Unit (25%)

-Final test (15%)

3. Readings

Required texts available at the bookstore are:

1. Tompkins, G. (2003). Literacy for the 21st century-3rd edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall.

2. Bear, D.R., et. al. (2000). Words their way. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill-Prentice Hall.

3. Hesse, K. (1996). The music of dolphins.  NY: Scholastic Press. (To be read for  our class literature circle discussion)

4. Namioka, L. (1992) Yang the youngest and his terrible ear.  NY: Bantam, Doubleday. (We will read and discuss this book as a model for the one you choose for your children’s literature project.)

5. Little, J. (1986). Hey world, here I am!
*6. Armbruster, Lehr, & Osborn. (2001). Put reading first: The research building blocks for teaching children to read: Kindergarten through grade 3. (This will be loaned to you in class.)

 

Other required reading, available at the reserve desk at the library:
 

1. Smolken, L.B., and Yaden, D.B.  (1992, October).   O is for mouse: First encounters with the alphabet book. Language Arts, 69, 439-441. 

2. Wilde, S. (1996).  Where should kids be as spellers? In S. Wilde (ed.), Teaching writers to spell. NCTE Primary Voices K-6 4 (4), 25-27. 

3. Wilde, S. (1992). Developing Spelling Strategies. You kan red this! Spelling and punctuation for whole language classrooms, K-6.  (pp. 97-118). 

4. Ohlhausen, M.M, and Jepsen, M. (1992, Winter).  Lessons from Goldilocks: “Somebody’s been choosing my books but I can make my own choices now!” The New Advocate, 5(1), 31-46. 

5. Daniels, H. (1998). Step by step: Preparing students for literature circles.  In Methods that matter: Six structures for best practice classrooms. York, ME: Stenhouse. 

6.  Harvey, S. To be announced.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE
 

COMPLETE READINGS BY THE DATES UNDER WHICH THEY ARE LISTED.  CHANGES MAY BE MADE IN THE SYLLABUS DURING THE SEMESTER.  IF YOU MISS CLASS, PLEASE ARRANGE WITH A CLASSMATE TO PICK UP HANDOUTS FOR YOU.
 

Week 1: September 1-3 

What is Reading?  Looking at various frameworks and definitions. Overview of syllabus and course requirements.  Name paragraph due 9/8 
Read: Tompkins, ch. 1

 

Week 2: September 8-10

Emergent Literacy: language, reading, and writing in preschool and the primary grades. Emergent literacy, reading readiness, schema theory, concepts about print, other forms of early assessment.

Reading: Tompkins, ch. 2

*Due: Monday- name paragraph.  
*Sign up for bulletin board 
 

Week 3: September 15-17

Emergent Literacy, continued. Language Experience Approach, materials and activities for young readers/writers.  Discuss Kindergarten visit.  Alphabet book exploration.

Read: O is for Mouse (on reserve in library) for Monday, 9/22

          Yang the Youngest and His Terrible Ear  (Namioka) for 9/24

          

 

Week 4: September 22-24 

Looking closely at text: readability, predictability, book leveling; attempts to match readers and books.  Emergent Literacy assignment explained. Prepare for Kindergarten visit.  Handwriting.  Be sure to visit Durrick Library to locate children’s books. 

Read: Tompkins, ch. 3

Olhausen & Jepsen (on reserve)

 

Week 5: September 29-October 1  Kindergarten Visits

Read: Tompkins, pp. 376-377  (Language Experience Approach); pp. 71,78 

            Choose picture books to take with you on the Kindergarten visits.

Prepare for meeting with your reading buddy; immediately afterward, write down                                      your impressions and begin your Emergent Literacy assignment.

            Begin to read Armbruster.

 

                                                                                                                                                

Week 6: October 6-8

Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study

Learn about the developmental sequence of phonological knowledge, classroom activities to support this development, and word study for older children.

Read for this week and next: Tompkins, ch. 4, Bear, ch. 1-3, Armbruster- entire.

 

 

 

 

 

 

(No class on October 13th.  Enjoy the break; read course novels; work on Emergent Literacy paper!)

 

 

Week 7:  October 15 

Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study, continued.

Assignment: Develop a word sort or game for a specific student or group of students (based on the inventory and resources in Bear, et. al) Write up your rationale for this game based on the student’s needs, and your prediction for what will come next, based on Bear’s developmental sequence. 

*Due Wednesday 10/15—Emergent Literacy write-up.
Read: Wilde (on reserve) “Developing Spelling Strategies” and “Where Should Kids Be as Spellers?”

Tompkins: ch. 5

 

 

Week 8: October 20-22

Guided Reading: Classroom strategies and practices: shared reading, buddy reading, independent reading: purpose, strategies, materials, and organization

Read: Tompkins, ch. 6 & Compendium (This will give you a head start and overview of possibilities for your final unit.) STUDY!

*Phonics game/word sort due Monday 10/20; phonics test on Wednesday, 10/22
 

 

Week 9: October 27-29 

Monday: Basals- Read Tompkins, ch. 13

Wednesday: Children’s Literature: Author studies, genre studies, themes, awards, and criteria for evaluation.  Final project described.  

Read: Tompkins, ch. 10

Sign up in class and prepare for your “role” in the literature circles we will be conducting next week (Monday, November 3).

 

 

Week 10: November 3-5

Literature Circles: strategies for talking about text; grouping students

Read: Tompkins, ch. 11

Hesse, The music of dolphins
Daniels- role sheets (on reserve). Skim all and prepare the one you signed up for.

 

 

Week 11: November 10-12

Nonfiction: Criteria for choosing, reading, and writing nonfiction in content areas.  Graphic organizers, theme studies, and helping students identify common patterns in expository text.

Read: Tompkins, ch. 12

 

 

Week 12: November 17-19

Text sets: grouping texts for specific purposes such as genre, topic, author, theme.  Learning experiences for critical thinking and literary analysis.

Tompkins, ch. 9

 

 

 

 

Week 13: November 24 

Comprehension & Vocabulary.  Specific strategies for engaging children with text and word meaning; making text to self, text to text, text to world connections.

Read: Tompkins, ch. 7-8 & Harvey, ch. (on reserve in library)

 

(Thanksgiving break: no class on November 26th)

 

 

Week 14: December 1-3 

Writing: Writing workshop and conventions of language (grammar, punctuation, capitalization)

Read: Tompkins, ch. 11

          Little       

*Children’s Literature Unit due
 

 

Week 15: December 8-10 

Classroom organization: rituals, routines, materials and resources. 

Reading teachers as learners and decision-makers.  Preparing to teach reading in your student teaching placement. Examining reading curricula through the Education Department Theme.

Self-assessment and table discussions about endorsement 

 

Final Test: To be held during exam week according to college exam schedule

 

 

POLICIES:
Attendance is required for all classes; tardiness and absences may affect your grade negatively.  If you must miss class, please try to let me know in advance, arrange to get class notes and contact classmates about group work.   If assignments are late, points will be deducted or the assignment may not be accepted.  The SMC Academic Integrity Policy is fully supported and applied. Plagiarism is strictly prohibited. Changes in the syllabus may be made during the semester.  Learning differences can be accommodated if I am notified if advance and a satisfactory plan agreed upon.  
 

 

