BIBLIOGRAPHY PROJECT FOR LS101

Fall 2004
Important Dates:     September 20                Five Book citations due

                                October 4                     Five Article citations due        
                                October 25                   Five Internet citations due   

                                November 10               Five Reference source citations due 


        December 1                 Final Annotated Bibliography Due 
                                November 17,22, 29    Student Oral Presentations on topics


          (Also December 1 if needed)
FORMAT


Each student is required to create an annotated bibliography of the best sources on your topic. A bibliography is not simply a listing of any old articles or books on a particular topic.  It is rather a selective list of information resources that are relevant and valuable to a researcher exploring your topic.  The annotation adds information both by describing the item and evaluating it. 

SOURCES


You must include a minimum of 20 sources in your final annotated bibliography.  You should base your choice of sources on their quality and relevance to your topic.  Each source should have a full citation using the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 6th ed.  You must have access to the full text of the item.  You cannot evaluate or annotate a source from an abstract or anything less than the complete source.  You will submit five citations for 1) Books 2) Articles 3) Internet sites 4) Reference sources on the dates indicated above.  It is wise to keep information (citation elements as well as evaluation) on all sources that you review in case you decide later to use the source.  Sometimes a source cannot be located at a later time for various reasons.  You will look at many sources before you decide on the ones to include.
ANNOTATIONS


Annotations are brief descriptions and evaluations of the item chosen.  They should also indicate the reason why you chose that particular resource.  The annotations should be about one-half page double-spaced.  By the time you have done all your research during the course of the semester you should be able to easily explain your reasons for including sources and to evaluate them.  All 20 citations with annotations added are due November 29.  I will have already graded the citations as you turn them in so you will be able to see how you are doing as you go along before you turn in the completed annotated bibliography.
         You may decide during the course of the semester to make some changes in your sources if you find better ones as you continue your research.  You can substitute better sources and you can also include more than the minimum of 20 resources.  Additional good sources with proper citations and thoughtful annotations will enhance your grade.

ESSAY

     The bibliography will be accompanied by a short essay (1-2pgs) describing your topic as a whole and the research process you used to acquire your resources.  It should be a wrap-up of your work on the bibliography and give the reader a good idea of what your topic is all about and what you learned about the research process.

PLANNING YOUR TIME!!!!!!

It is imperative that you begin work on this project immediately and work on it regularly during the remainder of the semester.  Do not wait until the last minute because it is impossible to accomplish this kind of work in a hurry.  Be sure to pace yourself because choosing sources, evaluating them, and then typing the citations and evaluations are very time consuming.  If you do not have your own computer finding one at the last minute can also be a difficult prospect.  **Note the due dates on the first page.**


Finally, please come to see me early and often.  I have plenty of examples from previous student bibliographies which I can show you and I can guide you to find the best sources.  Generally the best work is done by those students who keep in close contact with me so that I can see how you are doing and if you are keeping on schedule.  I am glad to help you whenever I can.

STUDENT PRESENTATIONS
           The final piece is choosing a representative article about your topic to give to your classmates.  On the date assigned you will lead a discussion of your article and have questions prepared which will provoke critical thinking about your topic.
