Critical Evaluation of Scholarly Literature
Locate 3 scholarly articles relevant to your research topic.  All 3 articles must be from scholarly journal publications that you locate by searching the databases we are examining in class.  The articles may be literature reviews or academic discussions of your topic with lengthy bibliographies demonstrating the author’s research.  You may also find primary sources which present the findings of academic or scientific studies or surveys.   
Use Academic ASAP, EBSCO, or Lexis Nexis Legal (Law Reviews) databases to locate the 3 scholarly articles. You must find the full text for the articles for this assignment.  Some of you might also decide to search the Communication / Mass Media database in the EBSCO collection of indexes.  If the full text is not available in one of the databases above, check the SMC online catalog.  The library may have the journal in bound or current periodicals, in microfiche or film or in another database. Don’t forget to check the A-Z list of Electronic Journals. Ask a reference librarian for help if you need assistance.  (Do not use Lexis Nexis News/ Business/ Medical / Reference or Quick Info collections as you will not find scholarly sources appropriate for this assignment.)
Select and READ one of these 3 excellent articles.  Write a 3 to 4 page essay evaluating the article utilizing the following criteria.

· authority: Who is/are the author(s); what are their qualifications for writing in this field?
                   Have the authors published other studies or articles on this subject?


· scholarship: State the name of the scholarly journal in your essay.
                 What is the focus of this publication? How do you know? Locate the web
                  page for the publication and investigate the journal's reviewing policy/
                  procedures. Examine the sources listed in the bibliography for currency/
                  relevancy. Does the author substantiate information with documentation /
                  footnotes?  Is the article a literature review, research study, a survey? 
                  Who is the intended audience?


· content:    Is the article focused on a narrow or specific area of research; read the 
                  article and discuss the content and its relevancy to your research.


· language: How is the research presented?  Is the language technical / scholarly? 
                  Does the language limit the usefulness of the research to academics?


· bias:  
      Does the author's approach to the research or study protect against bias or
                  an opinionated point of view?  How can you tell?


· currency:  How does the publication date of the article affect the topic and it's relevancy 
                  to your research?


· special features:  Do the authors use charts, graphs, etc. to support their thesis.
Also, briefly compare the value, content, and relevancy of all three articles to your research topic.

Compile the 3 articles for submission along with your typed essay.  
Include a bibliography for the 3 sources and follow MLA documentation style for quotes and references within your paper.

BONUS POINTS: 
Print off the page for the journal web site that specifies the reviewing policy for the journal you evaluated.

BONUS POINTS: 
Use EBSCO to search one of the author’s names from any of the journal articles you selected.  By using EBSCO to search the author index, you will see other articles he/she has published.  Attach the list of resulting articles.  To accomplish this task, follow the steps below.


Access EBSCO
 
Select the “INDEXES” button  from the EBSCO toolbar at the top of the screen.

Select from the “Browse an index” box: Author

Type into the “Browse for” box: the author’s last name, first name

From the next screen, check off the author’s name

Click the “add” button

AT this point the author’s name should pop into the search box above

Click the “search” button
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 I will be looking for substantial articles of at least 10 pages.  Use your expert searching skills to locate really useful, informative, scholarly articles.  Write your evaluation in the form of an essay; I will not accept an outline or listing of responses to the questions I present above for the various criteria.  

Type your essay and include the bibliography at the end.  

